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ITOXES. 

THB  TEOMEir  EAKIUES  OP  EOBPOLS. — WO.  2  (vOL.  H,  P.  263). 

THAXTEB,  of  BoMingham,  ^e. 

This  family  of  yeomen  has  been  settled  at  Bassingbam  certainly  for 
nearly  five  centuries,  John  Thaxter,  a  tenant  of  the  manor  of  Thurgarton 
cum  Bassingbam  in  18  Richard  II  (1395)  being  mentioned  on  the  Court 
Rolb  of  the  manor  for  that  date. 

I.  Nichola*  Thaxter,  of  Thurgarton  cum  Bassingbam,  by  his  will 
dated  2nd  June,  1515,  ^Fter  directing  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church¬ 
yard  of  Thurgarton,  gave  to  the  high  altar  there  20d.,  to  the  repa’con, 
13(.  Ad.,  to  the  church  of  South  ^ppis,  6«.  8d.,  to  the  high  altar  there, 
\2d.,  to  the  churches  of  Bradffeld,  North  Reppis,  and  Gymyngham,  40(/., 
20(7.,  and  20(7.  respectively,  to  the  churches  of  Basyngham  and  Thurgarton, 
1  combe  of  malt  and  2  bushells  of  wheat  each,  and  to  the  church  of  Al- 
burghe,  3  bushells  of  malt.  He  mentions  his  wife  leabell  and  his  children. 

1.  John  Thaxter  (hereafter  mentioned),  to  whom  he  gave  “all  my 
diopp  gere,  oon  hors  a  sorreld,  &  a  grett  ket^l,  after  the  deceasse  of  my 
wiffe.” 

2.  Richard  Thaxter,  to  whom  he  gave  “  vj«.  viij(7,  and  a  nete  of  iij 
yere  of  age.” 

3.  Robert  ThaxUr,  to  whom  he  gave  “  vj<.  viij(7.  whan  he  come  to  the 
age  of  xvj  yeres.” 

4.  Alii  Theater,  to  whom  he  gave  vj«.  viij(7. 

5.  Another  daughter,  to  whom  he  gave  iij«.  iiij(7. 

His  will  was  proved  at  Metton,  on  the  24th  July  1515. 

II.  John  Theater  his  son,  was,  in  1520  (11  Henry  VIII),  a  tenant  of 
the  manor  of  Thurgarton  cum  Bassingbam.  He  was,  probably,  father  of 

III.  William  Thaxter,  of  Bassingbam,  Blacksmith,  who  was  of  that 
place  in  1573.  In  1584,  he  was  (with  Edmund  Thaxter,  whom  I  believe 
to  have  been  his  brother*)  a  juror  of  the  manor  of  Thurgarton  cum  Bassing- 
ham.  His  will  is  dated  25th  March,  1607,  and  was  proved  on  the  6th  June, 
1608.  He  thereby  gave  to  his  son  Lawrence,  land  in  Thurgarton  Field, 

*  This  Edmond  Thaxter  was  the  ancestor  of  another  family  of  Thaxters,  of  Bassing- 
ham,  whose  pedigree  I  will  give  in  a  sepfurate  paper. 
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Bassinghaoi,  and  North  "Wood,  Bamingham.  By  his  wife  Margaret  who 
survived  him,  and  was  buried  either  on  4th  May,  1625,  or  11th  April, 
1631  (on  both  of  which  days  a  Margaret  Thaxter,  widow,  of  Bassingham, 
was  buried)  he  had 

1.  Lawrence  Thaxter,  baptized  10th  May,  1675,  was  a  juror  of  Bas¬ 
singham  16  Jas.  I  (1619),  when  beheld  land  of  that  manor. 

He  is,  probably,  identical  with  Lawrence  Thaxter,  of  Burrough,  near 
Aylsham,  whose  will  (dated  2nd  April,  1646)  was  proved  in  the  Consistory 
24th  January,  1648,  in  which  will  he  mentions  his  daughter  Joan,  the 
wife  of  James  Fraser,  an'd  a  daughter  who  married  Robert  Yaxlie,  and  had 
a  son  Lawrence  Yaxlie,  to  whom  he  leaves  a  house  in  Wickmere. 

2.  William  Thaxter  (of  whom  hereafter)  baptized  4th  August,  1586. 

3.  Johan  Thaxter,  who  was  buried  22nd  March,  1573. 

4.  Margaret  Thaxter,  baptized  29th  September,  1577,  and  buried  20th 
May,  1589. 

5.  Amy  Thaxter,  baptized  22nd  October,  and  buried  19th  November, 
1578. 

6.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  in  1570.  By  her  father’s  will  she  was  to 
have  the  use  of  a  chamber  in  his  house  after  his  decease,  until  marriage, 
with  liberty  “  freely  to  com  &  go  to  &  from  the  fyre  of  my  said  wife.” 
She  married  in  1616,  John  Tolcy. 

7.  Barbara  Thaxter,  mentioned  in  her  father’s  will. 

8.  Phillis  Thaxter,  baptized  20th  October,  1582. 

rV.  William  Thaxter,  of  Bassingham,  blacksmith,  took  by  his  father’s 
will  £20,  and  his  shop  tools  belonging  to  his  occupation  of  blacksmith. 

His  will  is  dated  19th  May,  1649.  He  therein  describes  himself  as 
being  feeble  and  weak  in  body,  but  sotind  in  mind,  and  directs  his  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Bassingham.  He  gives  free  and  bond 
lands  in  Bassingham  to  his  wife  Dorothy,  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Make- 
feld,*  by  Margaret  his  wife  (daughter  of  John  Mertens  and  Ellen  Hawpe) 
whom  he  married  at  Bassingham,  in  1627,  for  her  life,  remainder  to  his 
son  Lawrence,  and  2^  acres  of  land  at  Thurgarton  to  his  wife  for  fever,  1 4 
acres  at  Thurgarton  charged  with  certain  legacies,  to  Laurence,  if  he 
should  attain  21,  remainder  to  his  (testator’s)  son  Thomas.  He  died  in 
1649.  His  will  was  proved  16  April,  1650.  By  his  wife,  above  named, 
he  had  issue 

1.  Laurence  Thaxter,  baptized  1629,  vix:  1649,  mentioned  above  as 
taking  his  father’s  land  at  Bassingham  and  Thurgarton. 

2.  Thomas  Thaxter,  baptized  1632,  vix;  1649,  mentioned  above.  He 
also  took  a  legacy  of  £30. 

3.  William  Thaxter  (of  whom  hereafter) 

4.  Nicholas  Thaxter,  baptized  23rd  March,  and  buried  5th  April,  1648. 

5.  Margaret  Thaxter,  baptized  1637,  buried  1638. 

6.  Margaret  Thaxter,  baptized  1639,  vix:  1649  (buried  1706?) 

7.  Barbara  Thaxter,  baptized  1642,  vix  ;  1649. 

8.  Isidora  Thaxter,  baptized  1649. 
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V.  William  Thaxter  the  elder,  of  Bassingham,  ploughwright,  was 

baptized  in  1635.  He  married  Ursula . (who  died  1673-)  His 

will  is  dated  17th  June,  1700  (in  which  year  he  died),  and  was  proved 
30th  May,  1702.  He  therein  mentions  his  lands  at  Bassingham  and 
Thurgarton,  which  he  gives  to  his  son  William.  By  his  wife  Ursula,  he 
had  issue. 

1.  William  Thaxter,  baptized  1670  (of  whom  hereafter.) 

2.  Edmond  Thaxter,  baptized  1673,  who,  probably,  died  young,  as  he 
is  not  mentioned  in  his  father’s  wiU. 

3.  Ursula  Thaxter,  baptized  and  buried  1666. 

4.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  1669.  At  the  time  her  father  made  his 
will  (1700)  she  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Cawson. 

5.  Alice  Thaxter,  baptized  —  married  John  Harmer,  the  son  of 
Thomas  Harmer,  and  vix  :  1700. 

Yl.  William  Thaxter,  of  Bassingham,  who  was  baptized  1670,  married 
Lydia  ....  (who  died  in  1734.)  He  died  the  same  year  as  his  wife,  hav¬ 
ing  had  issue 

1.  of  Bassingham,  baptized  1697.  He  died  in  1768, 
St.  70,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife  Mary  (who  died  in  1792) 

1.  William  Thaxter,  of  Matlaske,  baptized  1733,  ob.  1811, 
by  his  wife,  who  died  in  1797,  had  issue 

(a)  Isidora  Thaxter,  baptized  1760. 

(b)  Anne  Thaxter,  baptized  1762. 

2.  Peter  Thaxter,  baptized  1738,  buried  27th  December,  1742. 

3.  Robert  Thaxter,  baptized  1740,  and  died  inn.  1810. 

4.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  1736. 

5.  Isidora  Thaxter,  baptized  1743. 

2.  Edmond  Thaxter,  baptized  1702. 

3.  Nicholas  Thaxter,  baptized  27th  December,  1702  (of  whom  here¬ 
after.) 

4.  John  Thaxter,  baptized  1706  (buried  1789  ?) 

5.  Richard  Thaxter,  baptized  1712,  married  Martha  Hewmanin  1735. 

6.  Alice  Thaxter,  baptized  1692,  at  North  Walsham. 

7.  Lydia  Thaxter,  baptized  1 694,  and  probably  died  an  infant. 

8.  Anne  Thaxter,  baptized  1695. 

9.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  1695  (ob.  infans?) 

10.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  1700. 

11.  Sarah  Thixter,  baptized  1710,  married  Gilbert  Leigh,  in  1743-4. 

12.  Lydia  Thaxter,  baptized  1714. 

VII.  Nicholas  Thaxter,  of  Bassingham,  baptized  27th  December,  1702, 
died  1756,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Youngman,  of  East  Beckham,  by  Mary  Townshend,  of  Gresham,  whom  he 
married  in  1733. 

1.  Nicholas  Thaxter,  who  died  1785,  having  had  issue  by  his  wife 
Mary  (who  died  1780) 

1.  Rohett,  baptized  1769.' 

2.  William,  baptized  1777. 

3.  William,  baptized  1780,  ob.  1781. 

4.  Mary,  baptized  1771,  and  died  same  year. 
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5.  Anne,  baptized  1773. 

6.  Mary,  baptized  1776,  and  died  same  year. 

2.  Robert  Thazter,  baptized  1738,  who  had  by  hia  wife  Anne 

1.  Chrietopher,  baptized  1770. 

2.  leidora,  baptiz^  1772. 

3.  Mary  Thaxter,  baptized  1735. 

4.  Margaret  Thaxter,  baptized  1736. 

5.  Anne  Thaxter,  baptized  1740,  buried  same  year. 

6.  Hannah  Thaxter  (of  whom  hereafter.) 

yill.  Hannah  Thaxter,  baptized  15th  February,  1742,  at  Bassingham, 
married  on  the  19th  May,  1766,  James  Bye,  at  Baconsthorpe,  and  died  on 
the  25th  November,  1816,  having  had  issue  by  him  (*.  a.) 

IX.  Edward  Rye,  of  Chelsea,  the  father  of 

X.  Edward  Rye,  of  Chelsea,  the  father  of  (t.  a.) 

XI.  Edward  Caldwell  Rye,  of  Chelsea,  and 

Cheleea.  -  "WALTza  Rte. 

A  LIST  or  BOOKS  CONTAUmTO  IKDEXES  TO  BAMILT  HISTOBIES  AND  PEDIGREES. 

The  difficult  of  tracing  a  pedigree  is  well  known  to  Oenealogists  well  versed  in  the 
class  of  books  in  which  geneiJogiee  are  to  be  found.  How  much  more  difficult  is  the 
task  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  works  which  treat  chiefly  of  Genealogy !  The  fol¬ 
lowing  list  of  boo^  which  are  altogether  or  in  part  devoted  to  giving  references  to 
pedigrees,  may  be  found  useful  by  persons  desirous  of  tracing  their  descent,  but  unable 
to  do  BO,  because  they  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  books  shoiud  be  consult^  as  guides 
to  the  sources  whence  such  pedigreee  may  he  drawn. — O.  W.  M. 

1.  Bibliotheca  Heraldica  Magnse  Britannise.  By  Thomas  Moule.  Lon¬ 
don,  1822. 

This  work  contains  the  titles  of  most  of  the  family  histories  published  before  1822, 
and  has  “  a  supplement  enumerating  the  principal  foreign  gene^ogical  works.” 

2.  The  Heraldic  Calendar :  a  list  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  whose 
arms  are  registered,  and  pedigrees  recorded  in  the  Heralds’  Office,  in  Ire¬ 
land.  By  William  Skey,  A.M.,  F.S.A.  Dublin,  1846. 

3.  An  Index  to  the  Pedigrees  and  Arms  contained  in  the  Heralds’ 
Tisitations,  and  other  genealogical  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  By  B 
Sims.  London,  1849. 

4.  A  List  of  Family  Histories,  Peerage  Claims,  &c.,  &c.  See  a  Manual 
for  the  Genealogist,  Topographer,  Antiquary,  and  Legal  Professor.  By 
Bichard  Sims.  London,  1856,  pp.  242-279. 

5.  An  Index  to  printed  Pedigrees  contained  in  County  and  Local  His¬ 
tories,  and  in  the  more  important  Genealogical  Collections.  By  Charles 
Bridger.  London,  1866. 

6.  An  Index  to  the  Pedigrees  contained  in  the  printed  Heralds’  Visi¬ 
tations,  &c.,  &c.  By  George  W.  Marshall,  LL.M.  London,  1866. 

7.  Coleman’s  General  Index  to  Printed  Pedigrees,  &c.,  with  an  appen¬ 
dix.  London,  1 866. 

To  these  may  be  added,  as  containing  much  information  on  English  as  well  as  Ameri¬ 
can  Genealogy, 

8.  A  Handbook  of  American  Genealogy.  By  William  H.  Whitmore. 
Albany,  1862,  4to. 

An  admirable  work,  to  which  we  have  no  parallel  in  England. 
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(voL.  ni,  r.  3.)  [ 

Linton. 

93.  0. 

John  Bitten  of — a  griffin  rampant. 

R. 

Lintin.  1657 — same  as  the  obverse. 

94.  0. 

Robert  Halls.  1667 — a  pair  of  scales. 

R. 

In  Linton.  Gambridgsh — His  Halfe  Penny. 

95.  0. 

John  Harvy  of — a  stick  of  candles. 

R. 

Linton,  chandler — J.  S.  H. 

96.  0. 

Robert  Moore — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

R. 

Of  Lynton.  1667— R.  M. 

[Does  this  last  token  refer  to  Lynton  in  Devonshire  f] 

Litiloport. 

97.  0. 

Littleport.  He.  of.  Ely— a  key. 

R. 

ye  Overseers  of  ye  Poor — 1668. 

1  Thia  is  the  only  town  piece  I  am  acquainted  with  in  the  series  belonging  to  this 

1  coimty. 

1  March. 

1  98.  0. 

Rob.  Adams  of.  March — R.  A. 

1 

And  Dodington.  1670 — a  stick  of  candles. 

1  99.  0. 

Thomas  Harrison — His  Half  Peny. 

1  ^ 

Of  Mairch.  1669— T.  M.  H. 

■  100.  0. 

Thomas  Harryson  In — T.  M.  fl. 

R. 

March  Haberdasher — 1657. 

101.  0. 

John  Ingrom  of  March — 1 666. 

R. 

In  the  Isle  of  Ely — J.  I. 

102.  0. 

Robert  Neale  In — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

R. 

March  Grocer.  1656 — R.  N. 

103.  0. 

Thomas  Towers — a  Tower. 

R. 

In  March.  1669 — His  Half  Peny. 

Oakington. 

104.  0. 

Ockington.  1657 — I.  M.  G. 

R. 

His  Halfe  Penny.  In  three  lines  across  the  field. 

1  For  a  half-penny  this  is  an  early  date.  ] 

1  Soham.  1 

1  105.  0. 

Rob.  Crow  of  Soham.  Baker — a  Halfe  Peny. 

In  Cambridgshear.  1671 — ^the  Bakers’  Arms. 

1  ^ 

1  A  Tariety  has  “  a  lion  rampant,  R.  P.  C.”  in  place  of  “  a  Halfe  Peny.”  1 

106.  0. 

Thomas  Trowell — a  stick  of  candles. 

R. 

1 

i 

In  Soham.  1664 — T.  M.  T. 
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107.  O.  Mary  Kent,  of  Soham — M.  K. 

R.  John  Kent  of  Hornswell — J.  K.  1666. 

It  is  probable  that  he  had  a  branch  establishment  in  Herringswell,  Suffolk,  and  made 
one  token  serve  the  two  places. 

The  following  Soham  tokens,  unnoticed  by  Mr.  Boyne,  are  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  C. 
Golding,  of  London. 

lOS.  0.  Hovell  loanes — the  Grocers’  Anus. 

R.  Of  Soham.  1654 — H.  F.  I. 

This  issuer  had  either  a  very  limited  number  struck  of  this  token,  or  otherwise  did 
an  extensive  business,  as  we  find  him  in  four  years  afterwards  requiring  a  fresh  supply, 
as  then  the  token  appears  as  : — 

loanes.  Hovell — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

Of.  Soham.  1658 — H.  F.  I. 

The  die  -sinker  misread  his  name,  it  was  Joanes,  as  the  surname  initial  is  on  both  I. 

109.  0.  Nathaniell.  Steame — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

R.  Of.  Soham.  1667— N.  G.  S. 

Swaffham  Bulheck. 

110.  0.  William  Coe  of — a  woolpack. 

R.  Swaffham  Bulheck — W.  C. 

Swaveiejf. 

111.  0.  William  Bvrten — W.  S.  B. 

R.  At  Swasey.  1656 — W.  S.  B, 

Thomey. 

112.  0.  Edward  Taylor— the  Bakers’ Arms. 

R.  In  Thomey  Abby — E.  T. 

West  Wratliny. 

113.  0.  Edward  Crandfield — the  Grocers’ Arms. 

R.  Weste.  Batinge — E.  D.  C. 

One  of  Crandfield’s  tokens  is  in  Mr.  Golding's  collection. 

Whiiilesey. 

114.  0.  Thomas  Davie  1668— the  Grocers’  Arms. 

R.  Of  Wittlesey — His  Half  Peny. — T.  E.  D. 

115.  0.  Thomas  Davie  of — W.  D. 

R.  Wittlesey  1668 — W.  D. 

116.  0.  John  Eades — the  Bakers’  Arms. 

R.  Of  Whittlesey.  1657 — J.  E. 

117.  0.  Bobert  Ives.  1667 — a  woolcomb. 

R.  Of  Whittlesey — B.  I.  I. 

A  variety  is  without  date,  and  the  woolcomb  drawn  incorreotly.  A  much  worn 
token  in  the  collection  at  the  Wisbech  Museum,  appears  to  read : — 

118.  O.  SilrMfar.  Ives— a  woolcomb. 

R.  In.  WhtW^tfy— S.  E.  I. 
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There  ie  some  doubt  of  this  token,  hut  it  is  not  one  of  Robert  Ivee  (as  described), 
and  the  initials  are  perfect  and  certainly  only  a  few  letters  imperfect. 

119.  0.  Qeorjje  Lambe — the  Grocers’ Arms. 
a.  Of  'V^ittlesey — G.  L. 

120.  ().  William  Searle — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

22.  Of  Whittlesey -W.  8. 

WUhraham. 

121.  O.  John  Tvmer.  In — 1666. 

22.  Little  Wilbram — J.  S.  T. 

Withech. 

122.  0.  John  Bellamy.  1667 — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

22.  Of  Wisbiche  Grocer — His  Half  Penny. — J.  J.  B. 

123.  0.  John  Bellamy — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

22.  In  Wisbich.  1667 — J.  J.  B. 

He  served  the  office  of  Town  Bailiff  in  1682 ;  and  the  family  is  still  extant  at  Wis* 
bech.  A  variety  has  the  date  1666. 

124.  0.  Henry  Coldwell.  1668 — the  Haberda'^hers’  Arms. 

R.  In  Wisbidg.  Uabadasher — His  Half  Peny. 

A  Rev.  William  Coldwell  was  Vicar  of  this  town  from  1661  to  1702.  “  Mr.  Coldwell, 

of  Wisbich,”  was  one  of  the  ministers  nominated  in  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord  Protector 
Cromwell,  dated  29th  August,  1664,  for  the  exainination  and  ejection  of  scandalous, 
ignorant,  and  insufficient  Ministers  and  School  Masters. 

125.  0.  John  Finch — the  Grocers’  Arms. 

R.  Of  Wisbech— J.  F. 

A  variety  has  the  date  1666. 

126.  0.  Richard  Harrison — the  Haberdashers’  Arms. 

22.  Of  Wisbich.  1664  -R.  H. 

Richard  Harrison,  grocer,  of  Wisbech,  was  a  member  of  the  corporation,  and  town 
Bailiff,  in  1676.  He  made  for  a  series  of  years  the  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Coipora- 
tion,  from  which  we  extract  the  following: — “November  20th,  1668.  The  Town 
Balife  is  ordered  to  lay  oute  five  or  ten  pounds  in  farthings,  at  London,  having  them 
made  with  the  towne  armes  upon  them.” 

“  Febnmry  28th,  1669.  Itt.  is  this  day  ordred  that  the  Towne  Ballif  and  Mr. 
Richard  Harrison,  dose  lay  oute  twenty  pound  in  half-pennys,  withe  thes  motto  upon 
one  side : — ‘  a  wisbbach  ralfe  pent,’  and  on  the  other  side,  the  effiges  of  ^e  towne 
seale,  with  the  date  of  the  year.”  These  Wisbech  town  pieces  are  not  known  to  exist. 
It  is  very  probable  they  were  never  issued. 

127.  0.  John  Moyes.  1664 — the  Grocers  Arms.’ 

22.  In  Wisbech — J.  E.  M. 

128.  0.  Anthony  Rachell — a  cog  wheel. 

22.  In  Wisbeche.  1667 — A.  E.  R. 

129.  0.  Henry  Tvnard  of — The  Bakers’  Arms. 

22.  Wisbitch.  1657 — H.  I.  T. 

A  variety  dated  1662,  reads  “  Tinard,”  and  another  is  dated  1663. 

JvsTiir  SiHPsos. 
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CHRISTIAir  NAMES  AND  STTUNAME8. 

Several  of  the  Registers  of  Wills  proved  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  during  the  15th  century,  have  an  index  not  of  the  surnames  hut  of 
the  Christian  names  of  the  testators.  A  similar  index  is  in  existence  for 
the  Norfolk  Archdeaconry  Court,  from  1459  to  1550,  shewing  that  snr- 
names  in  the  15th  century,  and  early  part  of  the  16th  century,  were  in  so 
unsettled  a  state  that  it  was  useless  to  index  them ;  or  that  at  least  it  was 
more  useful  to  index  the  Christian  names,  which  were  not  changeable.  The 
following  table  of  over  one  thousand  eight  hundred  names  is  compiled  from 
the  indices  to  three  registers  bearing  date  from  1459  to  1472.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  more  extensive  list  would  disclose  a  greater  variety  of 
names,  hut  the  end  I  had  proposed  was  to  shew  those  which  were  most 
common  rather  than  to  discover  the  rarer  names,  or  any  curiosities  of 
nomenclature  which  may  have  existed  in  the  middle  ages.  By  itself  this 
list  is  of  little  or  no  use,  but  it  will  be  well  if  some  of  your  correspondents 
will  send  similar  lists  of  names  compiled  from  documents  of  different  periods, 
for  if  they  do  not  furnish  data  from  which  any  very  important  deductions 
may  he  drawn,  they  will  at  least  not  be  without  interest. 

Extbaneus; 


Adam,  17 

Eleanor,  1 

Mart3m,  1 

Agatha,  1 

Elizabeth,  6 

Matilda,  8 

Agnes  or  Anys,  29 

Emma,  8 

Mercauntus,  1 

Alan,  7 

Frances  (a  man),  1 

Michael,  1 

Alexander,  5 

Geoffrey,  26 

Nicholas,  36 

Alys,  43 

George,  4 

Olive,  1 

Andrew,  6 

Gilbert,  1 

Osbert,  1 

Anne,  2 

Godfrey,  1 

Peter,  18 

Anabel,  1 

Gregory,  3 

Petronill,  1 

Anastasia,  1 

Gwydo,  2 

Philip,  2 

Arnold,  1 

Helen,  2 

Plesance,  1 

Augustine,  1 

Helias,  1 

Ralph,  3 

Avice,  4 

Henry,  30 

Reginald  or  Reynolds,  8 

Bartholomew,  4 

Hugh,  9 

Richard,  97 

Batylda,  1 

James,  8 

Robert,  141 

Beatrice,  6 

Joan,  16 

Roger,  23 

Benedict,  1 

John,  606* 

Rosa,  3 

Blythe,  1 

Jdonia,  2  , 

Sarah,  2 

Cecily,  9 

Ingram,  1 

Sabina,  1 

Clare,  1 

Isabella,  18 

Seina,  1 

Clement,  4 

Katherine,  44 

Semanus,  1 

Collect  or  CoUet,  1 

Laurence,  4 

Simon,  29 

Constantyn,  1 

Letice,  3 

SibUl,  1 

Cristian,  6 

Lewis,  1 

Stephen,  10 

Dionissa  or  Dionise,  4 

Lucy,  1 

Thomas,  244 

Edmund,  36 

Mabel,  1 

Walter,  21 

Edward,  1 

Ele,  1 

Elen  or  Elynne,  7 

Margaret,  45 

Margery,  8 

Marion  and  Manoria,  4 

William,  218 

*  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Johns  number  nearly  one  third  of  the  male  names.  There 
were  frequently  several  in  the  same  family,  see  vol.  i,  p.  380,  Clement  Calkes’  three 
sons  all  baptized  John.  John  Brigge,  Rector  of  RoUesby,  in  his  will  dated  1487,  leaves 
legacies  to  three  persons  named  J(mn  Brigge,  two  of  whom  at  least  were  brothers ;  he 
distinguishes  them  as  long  John,  halt  Johi^  and  John  Brigge,  junior. 
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BrrBA.CT8  rsox  chttbchwabs bits’  books. — KO.  14. 


1570 


1571 


Bungay  8t.  Mary  ^continued  from  vol.  m,  p.  21  f. 


Jtm.  paid  to  Sicharde  Kyng  for  takyn  downe 
the  font  cover,  wch  was  com’aundyd  by  the  com- 
’issarye  to  be  had  away 

Jtm.  paid  for  charge  at  Norwiche  to  the 
clarke  at  the  byshop’s  court,  for  Discharge  the 
appearance  of  ye  churchwardens  who  were  So’- 
monyd  by  the  Deane  to  make  certificat  of  ye 
puUyn  down  of  the  font  cover,  &  other  thyngs, 
com’aundyd  by  ye  com’issary 
Jt.  paid  to  Richard  Kyng  for  a  frame  for  the 
X  com’andemts  and  for  writing  of  the  same 
Jtm.  for  nayling  &  tackyng  of  it  vnto  the 
wall 

Jtm.  paid  to  Smalls  of  Ershm  for  drawyng  ye 
Ryver  in  west  meddowe,  wichich  was  verie  noy- 
full 

Jtm.  paid  to  the  said  Molle  for  a  Borde  for 
Jnclosing  the  vice*  goyng  vp  to  the  organes,  & 
forTsteys/or  the'church  gates 

Jtm.  paid  to  Robt.  SpUlyng  for  a  newe  go- 
geon  for  the  iiijth  belle 

Jtm.  paid  to  the  same  for  a  newe  Draffl,  & 
for  righten  the  old  draffte  for  the  Bells 

Jtm.  paid  to  the  same  for  a  cryngle  f  for  the 
Belle 

Jtm.  paied  rent  to  Bungaye  priorie  for  the 
grownde  that  the  Steepull  ys  bylded  vpon 


xxijc/. 


viijd. 
iij«.  iiijrf. 
jrf. 


iij«.  iiij<f. 

vd. 

xviyrf. 

iiijrf. 

jd. 

iiijtf. 


The  following  memorandum  occurs  a  few  pages  further  on,  vis ; — 

“  Md  ther  remaynethe  in  Barres  of  yron  wch  were  taken  from  the  church 
grata,  one  and  fiforty  barres  of  Dyu’sse  wayght.” 

And  in  the  margin  opposite  is — 

“  Ao  1565,  in  the  torche  house  in  yo  churche.” 

Another  Mem.  also  occurs,  viz ; — 

“  For  the  Belle.”  “Md  the  pewter  in  An’  d’m  M.ccccc.lxvj.,  was  in 
the  custody  of  Thomas  Curteys,  and  yt  was  gyuen  to  the  Inh’it  of  the 
p’ishe  of  the  Trynyte  in  Bu’gaye,  Afursaid,  beyng  fyrst  wayed  at  Edward 
bids,  and  contaynyd  in  waight  fS^fften  pownds  of  pewter.” 

Bungay.  Qrat.  B.  Ba.kbb. 


•  i.e.  Stairs. 

t  Wright,  in  his  Dictionary,  calls  Cringle  a  withe  or  rope  for  fastening  a  gate  with. 
VOL.  III. 
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GOLD  BELIQTTAUT  POTTHD  AT  CLABE,  SUFFOLK. 

The  following  notes  on  a  precious  relic,  found  at  Clare  Castle,  in  Suffolk,  in 
December,  1865,  deserve  to  find  a  place  in  the  enduring  pages  of  the  East  Anglian. 
The  first  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Coleman,  Vicar  of  Clare ;  and  the  second  is 
from  a  communication  to  the  papers  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Jenner,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Castle. 

I.  As  some  workmen  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Holt,  contractor,  were 
dig^ng  in  the  Castle  Bailey,  Clare,  Suffolk,  in  a  place  known  as  the  Lady’s 
Walk,  they  turned  up  one  of  the  most  interesting  relics  yet  found  in  this 
vicinity.  It  is  a  gold  cross  attached  to  about  two  feet  of  ornamental  gold 
chain.  The  cross  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  with  a  large  pearl  at 
each  intersection  of  the  upright  and  transverse  pieces.  On  the  upper  side 
of  the  cross  is  a  representation  of  the  Saviour,  as  crucified,  with  the  glory 
and  the  crown  of  thorns  about  his  head.  On  the  scroll  over  him,  are  the 
letters  I.  H.  R.  I.,  for  “  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews.”  The  same 
letters  occur,  one  on  each  limb  of  the  cross,  surrounded  by  ornamental 
tracery.  When  a  small  pin  is  removed,  a  portion  of  the  upper  side  of  the 
cross  may  be  taken  off ;  in  the  cavity  beneath  is  a  small  piece  of  wood  and 
a  minute  fragment,  apparently  of  granite.  Very  probably  the  wood  is  a 
supposed  fragment  of  the  “  true  cross,”  and  the  pebble  a  memorial  from 
some  sacred  locality  in  the  Holy  Land.  In  the  year  1378,  Philippa,  Count¬ 
ess  of  March,  bequeathed  to  her  son,  Edmond,  a  piece  of  the  true  cross, 
charging  him  on  her  blessing  to  keep  it  carefully.  The  same  Edmond, 
Earl  of  March,  and  Lord  of  Clare,  bequeathed  to  Wygmore  Abbey,  “  a 
Cross  of  gold  set  with  stones,  with  a  relic  of  the  true  cross.”  In  many 
ancient  wiUs  we  meet  with  similar  bequests.  Thomas  de  Yere,  Earl  of 
Oxford,  in  his  will  dated  August  1st,  1371,  bequeaths  to  Maud  his  wife, 
all  his  reliques  then  in  his  own  keeping,  and  “  a  cross  made  of  the  very 
wood  of  Christ’s  cross.”  In  the  inventory  of  Crown  Jewels,  3  Edward 
III,  we  find  mention  of  a  little  linen  bag  or  purse,  containing  the  keys  of 
tile  cross,  “  Gneyth,”  which  was  kept  in  the  chapel  of  the  Tower  of  Lon¬ 
don.  This,  we  are  told,  was  a  piece  of  the  wood  of  the  cross,  which  the 
Welsh  called  Crosse  neyt,  and  for  the  recovery  of  which,  when  brought  to 
him  at  Conway,  King  Edward  bestowed  on  the  finders  important  privileges 
by  way  of  reward.  The  Chronicler  of  Tewkesbury  Abbey  records  with 
great  satisfaction,  that  in  the  year  1235,  H.  F.  Tancintune  gave  to  the 
Abbey  Church  the  relics  which  his  father  had  collected,  viz.,  “  some  bones, 
blood,  flesh,  and  hair  of  several  Saints,  a  piece  of  the  stake  or  beam  to 
which  the  cross  was  fastened,  a  bit  of  stone  from  Mount  Calvary,  and 
another  from  the  Saviour’s  Sepulchre.”  The  cross  and  chain  are  in  ex¬ 
cellent  preservation. 

II.  The  discovery  was  a  matter  of  great  interest  and  curiosity  to  the 
lovers  of  antiquity  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Jenner,  the 
owner  of  Castle  Bailey,  forwarded  particulars  of  the  discovery  to  her 
Majesty’s  Treasury,  whereupon  her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  express  a  de¬ 
sire  to  possess  the  curious  relic.  Accordingly  it  was  delivered  to  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Queen  expressing  a  wish  for  the  true  history  of  this 
curious  relic  to  be  searched  out,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  favoured 
Mr.  Jenner  with  the  following  very  interesting  particulars  of  the  re- 
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search.  There  is  strong  reason  for  believing  that  the  cross  formed  at  one 
time  a  part  of  the  royal  collection  of  jewels  belonging  to  King  Edward 
III,  for  it  is  recorded  that  he  had  among  his  jewels,  kept  for  stde  preser¬ 
vation  in  the  Tower  of  London,  “  un  croys  d’or  double  overe  de  driffure 
que  est  de  la  croys  Jhesu  Crist,  et  ne  puit  estre  preise,” — “  across  of  gold 
which  represents  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  set  with  pearls,  and  cannot  be 
valued.”  This  description  exactly  answers  to  the  cross  found  at  Clare, 
which  has  four  large  pearls,  one  on  each  transverse  section  of  the  cross, 
while  the  cross  itself,  with  the  figure  of  our  Saviour  upon  it,  was  most 
beautifully  foliated,  and  the  chain,  about  two  feet  long,  was  of  the  richest 
description.  How  this  precious  royal  jewel  came  to  be  found  in  the  ruins 
of  Clare  Castle  is  thus  accounted  for : — It  was  the  common  practice  of  our 
sovereigns,  in  former  ages,  to  bestow  on  their  children  and  grandchildren, 
as  wedding  gifts,  rare  jewels  and  relics ;  and  as  Edward  the  Ill’s  grand¬ 
daughter  Phillipa  was  married  to  Edmund  Mortimer,  the  Lord  of  Clare, 
and  upon  her  marriage  came  to  reside  at  the  Castle,  she  in  all  probability, 
had  this  jewel  given  to  her  on  the  occasion,  and  it  was  by  her  taken  to  the 
Castle,  where  it  got  lost.  What  confirms  this  'history,  almost  beyond  all 
doubt,  is  the  fact  that  this  particular  jewel,  before  described  in  old  French, 
disappeared  from  that  very  time  from  the  numerous  inventories  which  are 
extant  of  the  royal  jewels..  Thus  this  once  royal  jewel,  which  has  been 
buried  at  Clare,  lost  for  500  years,  has  once  more  come  into  royal  possession 
in  the  person  of  our  beloved  Queen  The  finder  of  this  curiosity  was  a 
poor  lad  of  Clare,  named  Walter  Lorking,  and  Her  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  forward  him  a  donation  of  three  pounds. 

■Will  any  one  learned  in  Old  French,  explain  the  exact  meaning  of  the  words  overe 
le  driffure  r  and  refer  me  to  the  precise  inventory  from  ■which  this  item  is  taken  ? — L. 


EAST  AirOLIAK  EOLK-LOBB  (vOL.  HI,  P.  27.) 

Calling  at  a  cottage  in  a  retired  lane  in  the  parish  of  Carlton  Colville, 
near  this  town,  a  few  weeks  since,  I  saw  on  the  chimney-piece  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  fine  specimen  of  fossil  echinus,  though  sadly  disfigured  by 
the  successive  coats  of  black  lead  used  to  give  it  a  polish.  Asking  permission 
to  look  at  it,  I  was  informed  that  it  had  been  found  on  the  land  some 
twenty  years  before ;  that  it  was  “  a  Fairy  Loaf”;  and  that  whoever  had 
one  of  these  loaves  in  the  house  would  never  want  for  bread.  Is  this 
opinion  a  popular  one  ;  or  confined  to  the  locality  in  which  I  heard  it. — E., 
Loweitoft. 


GiTJElllES. 

Pugh,  Rev.  Mr . .  Vicar  of  fiirling,  in  Kent,  died  December  1 5th, 

1743,  ffitat.  80,  He  was  bom  in  Merionethshire,  in  North  Wales,  &c., 
&c.  {Oent't.  Mag.,  1744,  p.  47.)  Can  and  will  any  correspondent  fur¬ 
nish  his  Christian  name  and  the  places  of  his  officiating  at,  or  was  he  at 
one  time  Curate  at  Llanfoist,  in  Monmouthshire,  or  where  can  any  further 
account  of  him  be  met  with. — Wm.  Fbick,  Llanfoitt,  Abergavenny. 

_ 
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THR  BA«T  AROUAR. 


AVKR,  THX  LAST  TAUOHAS,  1672. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  in  the  old  church  at  Carmarthen,  in 
South  Wales,  is  a  mural  mouument  with  the  following  inscription  Can 
any  of  your  readers  oblige  me  with  information  as  to  the  lady  to  whom  it 
refers  ? 

Xind  reader,  underneath  doth  lie 
Choice  Elixir  of  mortalitie ; 

By  carefull  Providence,  great  wealth  did  store 
For  her  relations  and  the  poore. 

In  Essex  bom,  but  spent  her  gainfull  daies 
In  Terra  cold,  to  her  eternal  prayse ; 

Where  by  her  loanee,  in  spite  of  adverse  fates, 

She  did  preserve  men’s  persons  and  estates. 

A  great  exemplar  to  our  nation. 

Her  to  imitate  in  life  and  action  ; 

Would  you  then  know  who  was  this  good  woman, 

’Twas  vutuous  Anne,  the  lady  Vaughan. 

She  died  August  15th,  1672, 

Being  about  84  years. 

D. 


LAWBERCE  WASHINOTON,  B8CT0B  OF  FURLRIOH,  ESSEX. 

From  a  pamphlet  recently  published  at  Boston,  U.  S. — and  which  is  a  re¬ 
print  of  an  article  that  appeared  both  in  the  London  Herald  and  Oenealo- 
gi»t,  and  the  Boston  Heraldic  Journal,  and  is  entitled,  A  Preliminary 
inveetigalion  of  the  alleged  Aneeetry  of  Oeorge  Woehington,  first  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Jos.  Lemuel  Chester — I  learn  that  the  Laurence 
Washington,  who  was  sequestered  from  the  Rectory  of  Purleigh,  in  1641, 
(See  Davids’  AnnaU  of  Evangelical  Nonconformity  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
p.  246 ;  Walker’s  Stiff,  of  Clergy,  part  ii,  p.  395)  was  the  5th  son  of 
Laurence  Was^hington,  of  Sulgrave,  co.  Northampton,  entered  Brazenose, 
Oxford  circ.  1619,  matriculate  November,  1621,  set.  19  ;  took  his  B.A. 
1623,  became  fellow  of  his  college  1624,  was  lecturer  from  1627  to  1632 
inclusive,  and  one  of  the  proctors  of  the  University,  in  1631.  Walker 
says,  that  after  his  sequestration  he  was  “permitted  to  have  and  continue 
upon  a  living  in  these  parts  ;  but  it  was  such  a  poor  and  miserable  one, 
that  it  was  always  with  difficulty  that  any  one  was  persuaded  to  accept  of 
it.” — Any  information  about  this  Washington  would  be  very  acceptable. 
I  am  especially  anxious  to  know  what  was  “the  living”  of  which  Walker 
speaks,  and  when,  and  under  what  circumstances  the  sequestered  rector 
possessed  and  avoided  it.  As  John  Head,  formerly  of  Trosley,  co.  Kent 
{Neiccourfs  Repertorium,  ii,  476),  according  to  the  MS.  Returns  for  that 
peiiod,  now  preserved  at  Lambeth  (see  also  Morant’s'A’Msar,  i,  348),  was 
presented  by  Richard  Horsmanden,  of  Goodhurst,  co.  Kent,  2nd  March, 
1658,  on  the  death  of  William  Bragge,  it  should  appear  that  Washington 
was  then  dead,  as  the  living  had  then  returned  to  the  patron. 


D. 


